
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 1, 2019 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians: 

 

As a follow-up to yesterday’s letter, we wanted to provide an update on further steps that will be taken to help combat 

the illnesses that a growing number of students have been experiencing. Today, several students have shown up in 

health rooms with symptoms appearing to be related to gastrointestinal illnesses.  

 

In further consultation with the Anne Arundel County Department of Health, we will do an aggressive cleaning of the 

building this weekend. The cleaning will be conducted with cleaners and disinfectants recommended by the 

Department of Health.  

 

Our procedures will also include examination of exhaust fans and changing of air filters at the school. This weekend, 

all carpets in our building will be thoroughly cleaned. As an additional precaution, devices such as Chromebooks, 

which are touched by several students each day, will not be used until further notice. 

 

Water drinking fountains will be cleaned more frequently throughout the day; however, it would be better to avoid 

such common area devices until this wave of virus has passed.  

 

As we continue this process, I ask you to remember that gastrointestinal illnesses can spread easily and quickly from 

one person to another through contact with an infected person and contaminated surfaces. People can become infected 

by: 

 

• touching contaminated surfaces or objects and then placing their hands in their mouth. 

• having direct contact with another person who is infected and showing symptoms. 

• eating or drinking contaminated food or water. 

 

Just to reiterate, the best way to prevent infection is through thorough and frequent hand washing with soap 

and water. Please encourage your child to wash his or her hands, especially after using the bathroom, before 

eating or preparing food, and after having diarrhea or vomiting. 

 

Any child with symptoms of a gastrointestinal illness should not attend school. Children should be kept home until 

they are symptom-free for at least 48 hours. 

 

Thank you again for your patience and understanding. 

 

Sincerely, 

Shauna Kauffman  Dr. Nuria E. Williams  Richard B. Tubman 

Principal   Principal   Principal 

Arnold ES   Magothy River MS  Severn River MS 
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